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read in the JOURNAL of August, 1877, page 192; and though the
report of the discussion is not accurate, seeing it leaves out
much that was said, and puts in a good deal that was never said,
still its perusal will give anyone some idea of the reception my
resolution received.
Looking back over the twelve years that have passed since that

resoltution was brought forward, I begin to think that it might
have been well if it had been adopted, instead of rejected by the
Association. Two of its suggestions have already been carried
out.

1. A Committee has been in existence some years, known as the
Collective Investigation Committee, which we may suppose has
done its best to utilise the members in clearing up disputed points
in the diagniosis and treatment of disease, but if we compare the
amount of money it has spent with the value of the results it has
arrived at, few will deny that it would be well if it were ad-
journed for a season.

2. A committee of reference has at last been appointed'to act in
consultation with the Editor, and be responsible for anything that
appears in the JOURNAL.
The only part of my resolution which has not been carried out, is

that which suggests that the members of committee should be
eminent in the several departments of medicine, and each be re-
sponsible for all that appeared in his special department in the
JOURNAL.
Another suggestion which I made in speaking to the resolution

was, that an annual volume should be published,'containing a re-
port of the work done at the annual meetings, so that all might
benefit by such meetings, and the columns of the JOURNAL be left
free .for other, and fresher matter. Something must be done to
make our annual meetings of more value to the members.
The Sections b'eing now very numerous, and all going on at the

same time, the general practitioner finds it so8 difficult to hear
those papers in which he feels interested, that many never think
of trying, and spend their time in some other way.
Having thus lived to see two of my suggestions carried out, I

do not despair-seeing that there seems to be an awakening, even
of the dead bones, in the Association--of the others being adopted
in good time.-I am, etc., JOHN HIADDON, M.D.
Marsh House, Canohie, N.B.

THE ROYAL MEDICAL BENEVOLENT COLLEGE.
SIR,-I crave your special indulgence for a slhort retrospect of the

annual electioil, just past, of pensioners and foundation scholars
of the Royal Medical Benevolent College. The result will, I am
sure, prove anything but satisfactory to the two thousand and
upward of governors of the College, who ten years ago laboured
I )ng and earnestly to bring about a reform in the method of elec-
tion, and for the abolition of the canvassing system. This year,
whether from the more strenuous efforts of outside canvassers, or
from lukewarmness on the part of the majority of governors, who
object to being canvassed, I am unable to say, but it is quite dis-
heartening to find that the recommendation of the Committee of
Examination appointed by the Council, and whose duty it was to
carefully investigate the relative claims of the several candidates,
was, on the whole, entirely ignored.
On comparing the list of candidates recommended for election,

what: do we find? That, of the six pensioners, only three were
among the more fortunate; while of those recommended to fill ten
vacancies for scholarships, the names of only three appear on the
successful list. What a day of bitterness and disappointed hopes
to very many of the old people must May 24th have been ! The
hope delerred will not only have made them heart-sick, but it
must, I fear, have broken the hearts of some of the number of
those who, I notice, have been waiting for eight, seven, six, five,
and fonr years for the attainment of what all stand so much in
need of to keep them from the workhouse. On analysis, the list
of foundation scholars presents an equally heart-rending picture,
for, of the fifty candidates, one-half of these have stood, six, five,
four, and three elections, while several altogether fall under the
inexorable rule of "ineligibility on account of age," and which
means for these, perhaps, more than for others among the candi-
dates, large expense, wearing toil, pangs of anxiety and disap-
pointment, and no one in the least benefited by it at all, save and
excoept the post office and the printer.
Your correspondent, Mr. Dow, in his letter on "Canvassing

Charities," puts his finger on what all will admit is a grievous evil
in tonnettion with our London charities-namely, that a great
many more candidates are admitted to the voting lists than can

ever hope to be successful. I have on several occasions proposed
to deal with this difficulty in the Royal Medical Benevolent Col-
lege by greatly restricting its benefits to those, or the orphans of
those, who subscribed at some time or other for, say, not less than
three years towards its maintenance. If such a rule had been in
force, then the whole of the candidates recommended by the Com-
mittee of Examination for election this year would have had their
hearts made glad. Indeed, the want of such a rule seems to
operate somewhat harshly on the thrifty and the provident, for of
the twenty-two candidates for pensionerships I find six only are
described as governors and subscribers, and only two were suc-
cessful; while of the fifty boys on the list the.friends of nine only
were either governors or subscribers, and the names of only three of
these appear in the successful list. I am of opinion, therefore, that
the administration of the charity as at present effected tends in a
measure to defeat the objects of those who initiated the benevo-
lent side of the College. There is no doubt that full liberty mnList
be allowed to every subscriber to place his or her vote to the
credit of any candidate whom he or she may select; but that
" full liberty," it must be taken to mean, is the liberty of a sub-
scriber to an institution, not the liberty of a private benefactor,
nor such as will interfere with the proper working of the whole.
-I am, etc., JABEz HOGG.
Bedford Square.

THYROTOMY FOR FOREIGN BODY IN LARYNX.
SIR,-With regard to this very interesting case, published by

Dr. Beverley in the JOURNAL of July 6th, I should like to mention
that, with the kind permission of Dr. Beverley, I examined his
larynx this morning with the following results, namely: slight
obliquity of the glottis to the left, vocal cords on the same level,
both cords abduct well, the left rather better than the right;
there is decided defect of adduction, all the adductor muscles
being affected; vocal cords somewhat thickened and irregular,
more especially the right at the junction of the posterior and
middle thirds; some thickening below the vocal cords anteriorly,
especially towards the anterior commissure. The patient's voice
is hoarse, buit not very so, and he says there is a great tendency
for cold to fly there.
Taking into consideration that the case was one of complete

thyrotomy, I think both operator and patient are much to be
congratulated on the very successful result, to secure which a
most accurate division of the thyroid cartilage in the middle line,
and exact adaptation of the two halves must have been effected.
-I am, etc., S. JOHNSON TAYLOR.

Norwich, July 10th.

ELECTION OF COUNCIL AT THE LROYAL COLLEGE OF
SURGEONS.

SIR,-I most cordially thank all those gentlemen who have re-
corded votes in my favour, and all those also (many of them pre-
viously unknown to me) who have written me very kind and en-
couraging letters. I venture to hope that'a large number of Fel-
lows who have on this occasion voted for particular candidates
will, if I am spared to come forward next year, favour me with
their support, and that a much larger proportion will avail them-
selves of the new powerof voting by proxy papers.-I am, etc.,

Clifton. CHARLES STEELE.

MALTA HARBOUR.
SrR,-I should like to corroborate the statements about Malta

Harbour being a very good approach to a cesspool, for not only
in addition to the excretions of the thousands of sailors in all
navies, merchant vessels, and boat population, there is an
immense quantity of vegetable matter thrown overboard from all
the ships. At the ends of French Creek and Dockyard Creek
these are floating, and, in course of time, naturally sink and
ferment in hot weather. The harbour might be scavenged like a
street, and the refuse burnt in a furnace. These vegetables,
especially the cruciferal, must give rise to a quantity of sulphu-
retted hydrogen, etc., when added to the tons of exereta.-I am, etc.,

FLEET SURGEON, R.N.

DISPOSAL OF LEPER PATIENTS.
SIR,-If you can give, or obtain for me, advice in the following

case, I shall be extremely obliged. A leper, who is now in the
wards of a large geneal hospital, was formerly a soldier, and is
in receipt of a small pension. 'Ie wisbes to retur to Tndis, where


